
 
 

UNTERNEHMEN SEELÖWE 
THE GERMAN INVASIoN oF BRITAIN, SEPTEMBER 1940 

 

SCENARIo 4 – RAID oN LYMPNE  
 

Following on from the capture of the airfield at RAF Lympne (scenario 1) by 
paratroopers and various successful landings along the coast, except at Dymchurch 
(scenario 2), the German Army is in need of a well equipped port to resupply the 
troops. Folkestone had been identified to fill this role. After a spirited defensive 
action by the British, the port finally fell into German hands (scenario 3). 
 
British High Command then decided that RAF Lympne needed to be retaken, and 
thus deny the Germans an operational airfield that was being used as a base to 
launch air attacks, and as a re-supply point. 
 
So on September 23rd No. 3 Commando, along with elements from the 1st Armoured 
Division, was tasked with the duty of recapturing the airfield............ 
 
 
 

 

An aerial view showing German 
defensive position. 
 
An 88 mm anti aircraft/anti tank 
gun dug in, and plenty of barbed 
wire preventing easy access from 
the road.  
 
1 German infantry unit in the radar 
rooms, next to the 88’ and another 
“dug in” around the hanger. 
 
Commando units can be seen 
infiltrating from the woods in the 
south, and tanks from 1st 
Armoured on the road in the north, 
Supported by more commando 
units. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

The Fieseler Storch reconnaissance 
aircraft wheels over the English 
countryside and sends this picture 
back to HQ. 
 
Plenty of infantry in the surrounding 
villages and an artillery unit dug in 
and concealed behind a village and 
screened by trees (centre bottom)  
 
More tanks from 1st Armoured can 
be seen, (centre top) and further 
spread out infantry units supporting 
them. 
 

Units of infantry and Panzers are 
available as reinforcements for the 
Germans on the bridge/road 
crossing the Royal Military Canal. 
 
Infantry elements of 1st Armoured 
are positioned on the road and 
surrounding woods.  
(Centre and right top)  
These will prevent, or at least slow 
down, any attempt made to 
reinforce the airfield. 
 

The attack goes in! 
 
The two commando units breach 
the wire.   
 
Meanwhile the tanks of 1st 
Armoured take out the unit of 
Germans that had been lurking in 
the woods. 
 
Another unit of Germans are 
rushing down the road towards the 
airfield to lend support. 
 
The tank unit is looking a bit 
vulnerable between two German 
units there. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

The attack intensifies! 
 
The infiltrating units storm the 
airfield from the cover of the 
woods in the south. 
 
The northern end of airfield is 
occupied, not without some 
casualties being taken by the 
commando unit in the centre. 
 

Looking good for the Brits! 
 
The radar station is taken and the 
88mm position over-run. 
 
The German infantry coming 
down the road has chosen to 
ignore the tanks of 1st Armoured, 
although inflicting some damage 
on the way past.   
 
Holding the airfield is of more 
import. 

The Bosch strike back! 
 
Counter attacks inflict losses and 
forces a couple of commando units 
to reel back under the pressure. 
 
The lurking tank threat from 1st 
Armoured has also been 
neutralized. (Centre top) 
 
Although the commando’s still hold 
the majority of the airfield, things 
are not looking so good for them 
any longer. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 The fierce fighting continues. 
 
The commando’s taking some 
serious punishment. 
 
Control of the airfield wrested 
back from the commando’s, and 
into the hands of the Germans. 
 
Still, there are two units of 
commando’s to be dealt with on 
the southern perimeter of the 
airfield. 

Both sides are being hammered. 
 
The Germans are still holding on in 
their fortified position in the hanger. 
 
One unit of commando’s was lucky 
to survive a counter- attack, and 
managed to effect a strategic 
withdrawal into the wood, from 
whence they originally came. 
 
The other unit took 50% casualties, 
yet removed the Germans from the 
end of the run way. 
 
Germans still have control of the 
airfield though.  
 

.The final thrust! 
 
Pressure is just too much. 
 
The hanger finally falls to a 
concerted British attack from infantry 
of the 1st Armoured.   
 
And with it game/victory goes to the 
British forces.  



 
With the airfield being the major objective of the British attack, the action was always 
going to be on this flank, and so it was. Hectic to and fro stuff. 
 
Continuous pressure from the commando’s meant that the Germans never really 
had a breathing space to bring any of the re-enforcements into play. 
 

  
A final picture showing that the German elite infantry had moved down the road, and 
were engaging infantry units of 1st Armoured.   
The road is being opened to bring down Panzer units to swing around and move on 
the airfield.   Unfortunately the effort was too little and too late.  
 
The airfield fell, and the day taken by the British.  
 
This was the 4th scenario out of 7 that make up the Sealion Campaign. 
With this British victory the campaign points now sit at Allies -28, Axis - 27. 
 
The slenderest of leads and this could galvanize either side. 
 
The British could rise to the occasion, and with acts of heroic bravery and stiff upper 
lip, throw the invaders back into the sea.  
 
Or there will be renewed efforts on the part of the Germans and we see the mighty 
jack boot crushing all resistance? 
 
 
 
 
 


