
 

OVERLOON: THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 40 – OCOTOBER 18 1944 

Belligerents 

 United Kingdom 

 United States 

 Germany 

 

The Battle of Overloon was a battle fought between Allied forces and the German Army which took place in and around 

the village of Overloon in the south-east of the Netherlands between 30 September and 18 October 1944. The battle, 

which resulted in an Allied victory, ensued after the Allies launched Operation Aintree. The Allies went on to liberate the 

town of Venray. 

In September 1944, the Allies had launched Operation Market Garden, a major offensive from the Dutch-Belgian border 

across the south of the Netherlands through Eindhoven and Nijmegen toward the Rhine bridge at Arnhem, with the goal 

of crossing the Rhine and bypassing the Siegfried Line in preparation for the final drive toward Berlin. Allied airborne 

troops were defeated at the Rhine bridge in Arnhem and the advance stopped south of the Lower Rhine, resulting in a 

narrow salient that ran from the north of Belgium across the south-east of the Netherlands. 

German forces attacked this salient from a bridgehead west of the bend in the river Meuse (known as Maas in Dutch and 

German) near the city of Venlo. The bridgehead was established by retreating German forces who were reinforced with 

troops arriving from nearby Germany by crossing the Meuse in Venlo. The western edge of this bridgehead ran through  
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the Peel, a region with bogs and several canals blocking an Allied advance. The Allies decided to attack the bridgehead 

from the north, and this meant they had to capture Overloon and Venray, which were on the road toward Venlo. 

Operation Aintree (named after Aintree racecourse) had the goal of securing the narrow salient the Allies had established 

between Eindhoven and Nijmegen during Operation Market Garden and destroying the German bridgehead west of the 

Meuse, in preparation for the eventual Allied advance into the nearby German Rhineland. 

The battle of Overloon ensued as the Allies in Operation Aintree advanced from nearby positions south toward the village 

of Overloon. After a failed attack on Overloon by the US 7th Armored Division, the British 3rd Infantry Division and the 

British 11th Armored Division took over. The US 7th Armored Division was moved south of Overloon to the Deurne – 

Weert area. Here they were attached to the British Second Army, and ordered to make demonstration attacks to the east 

in order to divert enemy forces from the Overloon and Venlo areas. 

 

Suffering heavy losses, the British captured Overloon and moved towards Venray. The advance on Venray resulted in 

heavy losses, especially around the Loobeek creek, which was swollen due to heavy autumn rains and was flooded and 

mined by the Germans. Casualties were heavy here among the 1st Battalion, Royal Norfolk Regiment which was serving 

in the 185th Infantry Brigade of the British 3rd Division. During the battle, the village of Overloon was destroyed. In and  



 

around Overloon, some 2,500 soldiers died, making it one of the bloodiest battles in the Netherlands during the Second 

World War. Dozens of tanks, mainly American, were destroyed. 

Despite the fact that both Overloon and eventually Venray were taken by the Allies, the advance toward the bend of the 

Meuse near Venlo was postponed. This was due to the number of casualties the Allies had sustained and because troops 

were needed to secure more essential targets: The Scheldt estuary, leading to the vital port of Antwerp and the west of 

the province of North Brabant, in between Antwerp and the salient that had been established. The offensive was 

eventually resumed, and by early December the German bridgehead west of the Meuse was destroyed. Blerick (near 

Venlo) was liberated in the first days of December 1944; Venlo and other districts east of the Meuse were liberated on 1st 

March 1945 during Operation Grenade.  

 

M’44 SCENARIOS FOR OVERLOON: THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE 

Overloon: The Forgotten Battle campaign includes 8 scenarios, including 1 Overlord (OL) map. These scenarios chronicle 

the major engagements of the Battle of Overloon, and include only the best available in the Scenarios from the Front 

(SFTF) files section on the DoW website. 

No campaign rules are included; not all M’44 players have access to the Campaign books. Instead, simply tally up the 

number of medals won in each scenario after playing both sides. A medal tally table is included below.  

 

OVERLOON: THE FORGOTTEN BATTLE 

1. SEPT 30: The Forgotten Battle     5. OCT 12: The Battle for Overloon 

2. SEPT 30 – OCT 04: Overloon Forest    6. OCT 16: Bloedbeek 

3. OCT 01 – OCT 03: A Place of Peace    7. OCT 17 – OCT 18: Venray 

4. OCT 05: Hattert Harassment     8. SEPT 30 – OCT 18: The Forgotten Battle OL 
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There are a total of 118 medals if all scenarios are played and 84 medals without the Overlord (OL) map. 

 

SCENARIO (+ total medal count)        P1............... P2............... 

1. The Forgotten Battle (12)   

2. Overloon Forest (10)   

3. A Place of Peace (14)   

4. Hattert Harassment (12)   

5. The Battle for Overloon (12)   

6. Bloedbeek (12)   

7. Venray (12)   

8. The Forgotten Battle (OL) (34)   

Final Medal Tally        /68        /68 
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