
 

FRENCH INDOCHINA WW2 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 22 1940 – SEPTEMBER 30 1945 

 

Belligerents 

 Japan  France 

  French Indochina 

 

French involvement in Southeast Asia began in 1858 when French troops, with Spanish assistance, attacked the port cities 

of Da Nang and Saigon in Nguyen Dynasty Vietnam. In 1863, Cambodian King Norodom voluntarily submitted his kingdom 

to France as a protectorate. The series of French territorial gains in the subsequent years resulted in the formation of 

French Indochina in 1887 as a federation of colonial holdings. Initially it included present day Vietnam and Cambodia; 

administratively, the Vietnamese region was broken up into Tonkin, Annam, and Cochinchina. The capital was seated in 

Saigon, Cochinchina. Laos entered the federation in 1893 after the French military defeated Siam. The treaty port of 

Guangzhouwan in southern China was forcibly leased from Qing Dynasty China in 1899 and was governed as a part of 

French Indochina. In 1902, the capital was moved to Hanoi, Tonkin. Additional territory was gained from Siam in the early 

1900s. In 1939, the capital was moved to Da Lat, Annam. The coastal area provided tea, rice, coffee, pepper, coal, zinc, 

tin, and rubber for the French empire, while further inland, the Laos region provided some timber; rubber, in particular, 

elevated French Indochina's value, especially after the rise in the usage of automobiles.  

Saigon was the main transportation and commercial center for French Indochina, becoming the sixth busiest port in the 

entire French empire by 1937. The Trans-Indochinois railway, which connected Hanoi and Saigon, opened in 1936. On the 

eve of WW2, the population of French Indochina was roughly 25 million. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vichy_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Indochina


 

In the European War, France was defeated by Germany. Significantly weakened, Vichy France attempted to remain non-

belligerent in the ongoing conflict, but to little success. The Japanese military demanded, and was given, permission to 

establish a military mission in Tonkin in June 1940. In August 1940, Japan further demanded the right to use airfields in 

other areas of French Indochina, and the French dragged on the negotiations as long as they could while they looked to 

Britain and the United States for support; France would receive little.  

On 5 September, angered by the repeated delays, Japanese troops invaded French Indochina. The French admitted defeat 

on 25 September 1940, starting a period in which French Indochina remained a French possession in name only, while the 

Japanese wielded real power behind the scenes. Taking advantage of the situation, Thai troops provoked French Indochina 

beginning in October 1940, escalating into the Franco-Thai War. The Japanese interfered and negotiated an end, which 

saw Thailand regaining the territories it had lost to France in the early 1900s. The Japanese aggression against French 

Indochina became the final straw that led to the American decision to ban the export of strategic materials to Japan. 

French Indochina as a whole played an important part of early World War 2 as it cut off a supply route for the Chinese. 

When the Pacific War broke out in December 1941, Cochinchina served as a jumping off point for Japanese troops invading 

British Malaya. 

 



 

Japan controlled the three colonies in Vietnam with French puppets until 9 March 1945, when the Japanese took direct 

control. The Americans and the Chinese supported the Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi (Vietnamese Independence 

Society) resistance movement in French Indochina, which had communist members, but the movement did not uphold a 

communist philosophy. Shortly after, the Soviet Union would become a strong supporter as well. The society was better 

known in the West by its shortened name, Viet Minh. By 1944, Viet Minh would claim a membership of 500,000. When 

the war ended, captured Japanese weapons and facilities were handed over to the Viet Minh. The defeat of the common 

enemy caused the various factions within the society to break apart, each proclaiming an independent Vietnam. The return 

of the French did not unite the separate movements. Ultimately it would be the communist faction under Ho Chi Minh 

that would achieve victory over the following decades. 

Cambodia was occupied by about 8,000 Japanese troops throughout the war. The French remained in nominal control of 

Cambodia until 9 March 1945, when King Norodom Sihanouk declared the nominally independent Kingdom of Kampuchea 

with Japanese support. French colonial administration returned to Cambodia after the war. Cambodia would gain 

independence when French Indochina was made defunct in 1953. 

Laos was under the influence of both Japan and Thailand during the war. Several resistance movements were formed 

during this time, including one supported by the French. Laos would gain independence after the end of French Indochina 

in 1953. 

 



 

M’44 SCENARIOS FOR FRENCH INDOCHINA WW2  

French Indochina World War 2 includes 6 standard scenarios. These scenarios chronicle the major engagements in French 

Indochina during World War 2, and include only the best available in the Scenarios from the Front (SFTF) files section on 

the DoW website, as well as 1 official scenario by Jacques ‘jdrommel’ David.  

No campaign rules are included; not all M’44 players have access to the Campaign books. Instead, simply tally up the 

number of medals won in each scenario after playing both sides. A medal tally table is included below. All 6 scenarios 

include French forces, while 3 include the Thai army. Although optional, it is suggested that you use the unofficial Battle 

of Nations rules when playing the sides of these armies. 

 

FRENCH INDOCHINA WW2 

1. JAN 03 41: Kom Rieng Krom     4. MAR 09 – MAR 10 45: Tragedy at Lang Son 

2. JAN 16 41: Franco-Siamese War    5. MAR 09 – MAR 10 45: Attack of the Citadel 

3. JAN 16 41: The Battle of Phum Preav     6. APR 11 45: Ambush at Houei Houn 

 

There are a total of 68 medals for the 6 standard scenarios. 

 

SCENARIO (+ total medal count)        P1............... P2............... 

1. Kom Rieng Krom (12)   

2. Franco-Siamese War (8)   

3. The Battle of Phum Preav (12)   

4. Tragedy at Lang Son (12)   

5. Attack of the Citadel (12)   

6. Ambush at Houei  Houn (12)   

Final Medal Tally        /68        /68 
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