
 

ISLAND HOPPING: WAKE & MARSHALL ISLANDS 

DATES: DECEMBER 08 – 23 1941 & JANUARY – FEBRUARY 1944 

 

Belligerents 

 Japan  United States 

 

WAKE ISLAND 1941 

After the successful attacks on Pearl Harbor, the Philippines, British Malaya, and Guam in the Mariana Islands, Rear 

Admiral Kajioka Sadamichi was tasked to take Wake Atoll, a United States Marine Corps base, with three light cruisers, six 

destroyers, and 450 Special Naval Landing Force troops. Wake, discovered by the British who named the atoll after Captain 

William Wake, was an atoll of three islands in a lagoon. It was strategically important, along with Guam, as they were 

situated halfway between Hawaii and the Philippines, and was annexed by the United States on 17 January 1889. Without 

Guam and Wake, the US would not be able to supply the Philippines efficiently. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States


The atoll's air defenses came from 12 Wildcat fighters and a few anti-aircraft guns. 7 out of the 12 fighters were destroyed 

on the ground before they were able to take off, but the stationary naval battery was successful in sinking the destroyers 

Hayate and Kisaragi and damaging several other ships including Kajioka's flagship Yubari. The landing attempt was driven 

off by the remaining Wildcat fighters and the Marine’s beach defenses. Admiral Kajioka would withdraw the attack force 

back to the Japanese base at Kwajalein. This would be the only unsuccessful attack during Japan's first wave of attacks. 

He would return on 23 December, along with Rear Admiral Abe Koki's two fleet carriers Hiryu and Soryu supported by 

heavy cruisers and destroyers (on the way back from the Pearl Harbor raid), and attempt to take Wake again. This time 

he would be successful, taking the island away from the US. 

In total, Japan lost over 800 dead before US Marine Corps commander Major James Devereux surrendered the atoll. 

Devereux had lost 120 men. Wake would remain under Japanese control until 4 September 1945, after Japan's formal 

surrender. Wake was part of Japan's "Outline Plan for the Execution of the Empire's National Policy", a plan to expand the 

outer perimeters so wide that her enemies would not be able to attack by air against the home islands or the rich natural 

resources that Japan was about to acquire. This perimeter extended from the Kurile Islands down to Wake, Guam, Dutch 

East Indies, British Malaya, and up to Burma. 

 

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 1944 

The Marshalls, east of the Caroline Islands in the western Pacific Ocean, had been in Japanese hands since World War I. 

Occupied by the Japanese in 1914, they were made part of the “Japanese Mandated Islands” as determined by the League 

of Nations. The Treaty of Versailles, which concluded the First World War, stipulated certain islands formerly controlled 

by Germany – including the Marshalls, the Carolines, and the Marianas (except Guam) – had to be ceded to the Japanese, 

though “overseen” by the League. But the Japanese withdrew from the League in 1933 and began transforming the 

Mandated Islands into military bases. Non-Japanese, including Christian missionaries, were kept from the islands as naval 

and air bases — meant to threaten shipping lanes between Australia and Hawaii — were constructed. 

During the Second World War, these islands, as well as others in the vicinity, became targets of Allied attacks. The US 

Central Pacific Campaign began with the Gilbert Islands, south of the Mandated Islands; US forces conquered the Gilberts 

in November 1943. Next on the agenda was Operation Flintlock, a plan to capture the Marshall Islands. 

 



 

Admiral Raymond Spruance led the 5th Fleet from Pearl Harbor on January 22, 1944, to the Marshalls, with the goal of 

getting 53,000 assault troops ashore on two islets: Roi and Namur.  

Meanwhile, using the Gilberts as an air base, American planes bombed the Japanese administrative and communications 

center for the Marshalls, which was located on Kwajalein, an atoll that was part of the Marshall cluster of atolls, islets and 

reefs. 

By January 31, Kwajalein was devastated. Repeated carrier and land-based air raids destroyed every Japanese airplane on 

the Marshalls. By February 3, the US infantry had overrun Roi and Namur atolls. The Marshalls were then effectively in 

American hands — with the loss of only 400 American lives. 

 

M’44 SCENARIOS FOR ISLAND HOPPING: WAKE & MARSHALL ISLANDS 

The Island Hopping: Wake & Marshall Islands campaign includes 4 standard scenarios. These scenarios chronicle the major 

engagements of the campaign, and include only the best available in the Scenarios from the Front (SFTF) files section on 

the DoW website, as well as 1 official scenario by Richard Borg.  

No campaign rules are included; not all M’44 players have access to the Campaign books. Instead, simply tally up the 

number of medals won in each scenario after playing both sides. 

WAKE & MARSHALL ISLANDS 

1. DEC 23 41: Wake Island 

2. JAN 31 – FEB 03 44: Kwajalein 

3. FEB 01 – FEB 02 44: Roi-Namur 

4. FEB 03 – FEB 04 44: Landing at Burton 

 

There are a total of 56 medals for the 4 standard scenarios. 

 

https://www.daysofwonder.com/memoir44/en/editor/view/?id=1599
https://www.daysofwonder.com/memoir44/en/editor/view/?id=1769
https://www.daysofwonder.com/memoir44/en/editor/view/?id=1768
https://www.daysofwonder.com/memoir44/en/editor/view/?id=16152


SCENARIO (+ total medal count)        P1............... P2............... 

1. Wake Island (12)   

2. Kwajalein (16)   

3. Roi-Namur (16)   

4. Landing at Burton (12)   

Final Medal Tally        /56        /56 
 

 

For players that own or have access to Campaign Book Vol. 2, you may wish to include the 6 scenarios from the Marshall 

Islands in your campaign play: 

1. Roi 

2. Namur 

3. Roi-Namur Landings (Overlord) 

4. Kwajalein 

5. Engebi Landings 

6. Capture of Parry 

 

Acknowledgments to the authors of the scenarios that make up this campaign compilation: 

Richard Borg  Cantatta  secret_strategem 

This Island Hopping: Wake & Marshall Islands campaign booklet was compiled by Semba 
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