
 

THE CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN & CRIMEAN OFFENSIVE 

DATES: OCTOBER 18 1941 – JULY 04 1942 & APRIL 08 – MAY 12 1944 
 

Belligerents 

 Germany 

 Romania 

 Soviet Union 

 
At the outset of World War II, Sevastopol was one of the world’s best fortified sites. Between 1941 and 1944, the Crimean 
Peninsula saw some of the most dogged fighting on the Eastern Front as it was first captured by the Germans and then 
retaken by the Red Army. 

For the USSR, the peninsula served as an important naval base and airfield for attacks on Hitler's oil reserves in Romania. 
After the defeat of the Red Army in 1941, it was a natural fortress that drew the enemy forces away from their main thrust. 
For the Germans, capturing Crimea in 1942 gave them access to the Caucasus region and control over communications in 
the northern Black Sea area. In 1943, the peninsula had to brace itself again, diverting the attention of Red Army forces 
that were advancing west. The peninsula lived through three years of terror, during which almost half of its people 
perished. 
 
The defense of Sevastopol included dozens of artillery positions, minefields and two land batteries - the BB-30 and BB-35 
- which the Germans dubbed “Maxim Gorkys”, as well as the 365th anti-aircraft battery, which the Germans called Fort 
Stalin. The battlements were linked by an underground network of tunnels and arsenals that had been carved out of solid 
rock. 

The Germans were unable to capture the city as they advanced in the fall of 1941, and when the Soviet army liberated 
part of the Kerch peninsula on January 2, 1942, the Germans recalled their troops from Sevastopol. 
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However, they didn't succeed in gaining a foothold on the Kerch peninsula. During the retreat, the Soviet troops suffered 
heavy losses. Soviet troops that had been providing cover for the evacuation (about 10,000 people) found themselves 
unable to cross the strait and were forced to take up defensive positions in Adzhimushkai quarry along with some local 
residents. 

The quarries became the last line of defense of Crimea, though the Germans eventually captured them only four months 
later. At the end of the 170-day siege, only 48 people remained alive out of approximately 13,000 people. In July 1942, 
Sevastopol fell to the Germans. From October 1941 to July 1942, 156,000 Red Army soldiers were killed defending the 
city. 
 
GUERILLAS 

Even before the Germans invaded Crimea, an infrastructure had been created for guerrilla warfare. Caches of weapons 
and supplies had been put together and the leadership for future squadrons was set up. 

 



 

During the Nazi occupation there were more than 200 active underground organizations and groups consisting of up to 
2,500 members in Crimea. Guerrillas organized acts of sabotage on the railways and attacked the enemy garrisons. 

The popularity of the guerrillas was boosted by the "new order" established by the occupiers, which called for the 
systematic extermination of the local population. From late 1941 to early 1942 alone, German punitive units shot about 
12,000 people in Feodosia and nearly 7,000 in Kerch. Thousands of people were thrown into concentration camps, the 
largest of which was located at the Krasny collective farm. Crimean Tatar nationalists collaborated with the punitive 
detachments that fought against the locals and guerrillas. 

More than 60,000 Crimeans fought in the Red Army, and it is estimated that around 17,000 Tatars fought alongside the 
guerrillas. A Crimean Tatar named Sultan Amet-Khan became one of the most famous Soviet aces of the war, personally 
shooting down 30 enemy aircraft. 
 
LIBERATION 

Advancing Soviet troops reached Crimea in the fall of 1943 and were able to capture bridgeheads for launching an 
offensive in the northern and eastern parts of the peninsula. During the winter of 1944, Soviet troops saw constant 
combat, but were unable to recapture the peninsula. 

In Crimea, the Germans created a powerful, staggered defense with 195,000 soldiers and officers. About 470,000 Soviet 
troops participated in the decisive attack. 
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On April 8, 1944, Soviet troops launched an offensive in the north of the peninsula. Three days later they had cleared the 
Germans out of the east and by April 18 had retaken all of Crimea, except Sevastopol. 

After brief training, an offensive began on May 7 on the area fortified by the Germans outside Sevastopol. The main attack 
was launched in the same place where two years before the Germans had laid siege, at Sapun Ridge. 

After a heavy air and artillery bombardment, assault units advanced. Sapun Ridge was taken by the evening, and the next 
day the enemy was beaten back from Mekenzievy Mountains. On May 9, a year before the victory over Germany, the final 
assault on Sevastopol began at 8 o'clock in the morning. 

The offensive push was so intense that some fighters who had no boats grabbed anything they could to cross the bay, and 
there are even stories of the use of coffins that had been stockpiled by German supply officers. By the evening of May 9, 
Sevastopol was completely liberated. 

Hitler's remaining troops retreated to Cape Chersonese and were surrounded with their backs to the sea. 

According to the memoirs of survivors, the sea was so full of the corpses of enemy soldiers, horses, cars, and military 
equipment that the water was barely visible for the first 100 meters from the shore. Thus ended the German occupation 
of Crimea. 
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M’44 SCENARIOS FOR THE CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN & CRIMEAN OFFENSIVE 
 
The Crimean Campaign & Crimean Offensive includes 22 scenarios, including 1 Overlord (OL) map. These scenarios 
chronicle the major engagements of the battle, and include only the best available in the Scenarios from the Front (SFTF) 
files section on the DoW website.  
 
No campaign rules are included; not all M’44 players have access to the Campaign books. Instead, simply tally up the 
number of medals won in each scenario after playing both sides. 
 
This campaign is broken down into 2 parts: The Crimean Campaign of 1941 - 42 and the Crimean Offensive of 1943 - 44. A 
medal tally table for each is included below, as well as a final medal tally table. 
 
Some scenarios include the Romanian Army. Although optional, it is suggested that you use the unofficial Battle of Nations 
rules when playing the Romanian side. 
 

 
 
 
PART 1: THE CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN 1941 - 1942 
 
1. SEPT 24 – SEPT 27: Perekop Isthmus    9. JUN 07 – JUN 13: Battle of Sevastopol 1   
2. OCT 17 – OCT 28: Ichun Isthmus    10. JUN 07 – JUL 03: Sevastopol 
3. DEC 26: Landing in Kerch     11. JUN 07 – JUL 04: Sturgeon Catch 
4. DEC 29: Landing at Feodosiya     12. JUN 07 – JUN 20: Battle of Sevastopol 3 
5. DEC 31: Battle at Ak Monai     13. JUN 07 – JUN 27: The Kamyshiy Ravine 
6. MAY 08 – MAY 18: Battle of the Kerch Peninsula  14. JUN 28: Battle of Sevastopol 2 
7. MAY 08 – MAY 18: Parpach Isthmus    15. JUL 01 – JUL 30: The Siege of Sevastopol 
8. JUN 07: Belbeck Valley 
 
There are a total of 196 medals for the Crimean Campaign. 
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SCENARIO (+ total medal count)        P1…............ P2…............ 

1. Perekop Isthmus (14)   

2. Ichun Isthmus (12)   

3. Landing in Kerch (10)   

4. Landing at Feodosiya (12)   

5. Battle at Ak Monai (12)   

6. Battle of the Kerch Peninsula (16)   

7. Parpach Isthmus (12)   

8. Belbeck Valley (12)   

9. Battle of Sevastopol 1 (12)   

10. Sevastopol (14)   

11. Sturgeon Catch (20)   

12. Battle of Sevastopol 3 (14)   

13. The Kamyshiy Ravine (12)   

14. Battle of Sevastopol 2 (12)   

15. The Siege of Sevastopol (12)   

Total Medal Tally        /196        /196 
 

 
PART 2: THE CRIMEAN OFFENSIVE 1943 – 1944 
 
1. NOV 01: Landing at Eltigen     5. DEC 11: Mount Mithridate – Action 2 
2. NOV 03: Landing at Ganikale OL    6. APR 08: The Sivash Sea 
3. DEC 04 – DEC 07: Counter Attack at Eltigen   7. MAY 07: Capture of Sapun Ridge 
4. DEC 07: Mount Mithridate – Action 1 
 
There are a total of 100 medals if all scenarios are played, and 76 medals without the Overlord map. 

 

SCENARIO (+ total medal count)        P1............... P2............... 

1. Landing at Eltigen (12)   

2. Landing at Ganikale (OL) (24)   

3. Counter Attack at Eltigen (14)   

4. Mount Mithridate – Action 1 (12)   

5. Mount Mithridate – Action 2 (12)   

6. The Sivash Sea (14)   

7. Capture of Sapun Ridge (12)   

Total Medal Tally   /        /      
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THE CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN & CRIMEAN OFFENSIVE: FINAL MEDAL TALLY 
 
There is a grand total of 296 medals if all scenarios are played, and 272 medals without the Overlord map. 

 

CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN & OFFENSIVE        P1............... P2............... 

1. Crimean Campaign   

2. Crimean Offensive   

FINAL MEDAL TALLY                 
 

 
Acknowledgments to the authors of the scenarios that make up this campaign compilation: 
 
Jdrommel   revont 
LooneyLlama   *player491292 
Flaggy McFlagsworth 
 
This Crimean Campaign & Crimean Offensive booklet was compiled by Semba 
 
 

 

https://www.daysofwonder.com/en/mypage/1449831/m44

